
G. C. Jenkins Co. 
Decatur, Illinois 

1892 Grover Cleveland Jenkins is born in El Paso, Illinois 
(passport application & WWI draft record). 

1910 Jenkins moves to Decatur (passport). 

1917 Jenkins is an unemployed musician in Decatur (draft) and 
serves in the military. 

1920 The G. C. Jenkins Co. music store is founded, according to 
a later ad shown below. 

1922 Jenkins travels to Germany & France and is listed as a 
musician (passport, photo top right, photo 3 is 1924). 

1928 Son James Bowman Jenkins is born on March 1. 

1930 Music store owner in Decatur (census). 

1942 Music store & factory at #502 E. William St., Decatur 
(draft record). 

1947 Ad on p.2 from International Musician. Other ads found 
are from 1946 to 1948 and are for percussion instruments. 

1953 A new 30,000 sf factory is built at #1014 E. Olive St. The 
percussion business is now called Jen-Co and they make 
percussion instrument line marimbas and bells and import 
accordians, woodwinds, and brass from Europe. 

1955 Jenkins receives design patent 175,224 for a bell tree. 

1959 The G.C. Jenkins Co employs 25 people in their 44,000 sf 
factory at 1014 E. Olive St in Decatur 
(snathanieladams.com). 

 

 

 

 

 



1967 Founder Grover Jenkins dies on June 30 (VA records). 

1976 The business is sold to the Decatur Instrument Co. 

1982 James Jenkins dies this year (Find-a-grave). 

2000 Decatur Instrument Co. closes. 

Brass instruments are labeled “G C Jenkins Impig. Co” which is 
probably “importing company”. Probably all European 
imports with his name added. 

#502 E. William St: Store & factory until 1953. 

1945 Sanborn map 

 

#1014 E. Olive St: new factory in 1953 

2023 now part of Decatur Foundry 

 


